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HLEARAE | Okutoro Park Raft-making Artisan | HDOLYDEA




B2t | Kozu Shrine Rare Citrus Jabara | X022 C»IE5
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Nestled deep in the Kii Peninsula, Kitayama Village
is a hidden gem unlike any other. Although part of
Wakayama Prefecture, it’s uniquely surrounded by
Mie and Nara. making it Japan’s only village of its
kind. With over 90% of its land covered in forest
and the serene Kitayama River flowing through, the
village offers breathtaking natural beauty in every
season. Once a thriving center of forestry and
traditional timber rafting, Kitayama now welcomes
visitors seeking peaceful escapes, rich nature, and a

slower, more mindful way of travel.
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Kitayama Village is known as the birthplace of Jabhara, a rare citrus fruit whose name means “to ward off evil” due to its
sharp, tangy flavor. With a unique aroma and a strong sourness, Jahara has gained attention for its potential to ease allergy
symptoms like hay fever. Locally grown with great care. Jabhara is turned into a variety of products—juices, seasonings,
supplements—by Jabarise Inc.. a village-owned company. Once a little-known fruit, Jabara is now a proud local specialty

with fans across Japan.
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Kitayama’s timber, once offered for the construction of Edo Castle, was traditionally transported on /kada—Ilog rafts made
from freshly cut cedar and cypress. These rafts were floated down the Kitayama River all the way to Shingu, and
lkada-nagashi was once a vital part of daily life here. In 1979, this tradition was brought back as a sightsecing experience,
and today, it’s one of the village’s most popular attractions, Every year, around 8,000 visitors ride the /kada, gliding

through the river’s beautiful gorges while enjoying the expert navigation of skilled raft pilots
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At Okutoro Onsen, you can soak in a riverside open-air bath while gazing up at a sky full of stars—an experience that
gently washes away the fatigue of travel. Around the village, you'll find cozy restaurants and izakayas serving meals made
with fresh local ingredients. Nearby, scenic spots like Nanairo Dam and riverside walking trails offer beautiful views that
change with the seasons. Well-equipped campsites and cottages make it easy to enjoy outdoor adventures like rafting and

stargazing. Far from the crowds. Kitayama invites you to relax and reconnect with nature.
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